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strong and handsome man, in order that the kings whom
he begets may be men of finer presence than their subjects.
It matters not how low may be the rank and position
of the king's father. If the king's sisters, however, have no
sons, the throne will pass to the king's own son, and failing a
son, to the chief vassal or the chief slave. But in the Fantee
country the principal slave succeeds to the exclusion of the
son. So little regard is paid by these people to the lineage,
especially the paternal lineage, of their kings.1 Yet Ashantee
has attained a barbaric civilisation as high perhaps as that
of any negro state, and probably not at all inferior to that
of the petty Latin kingdoms at the dawn of history.

A trace of a similar state of things appears to survive in Traces of
Uganda, another great African monarchy. For there the statso"
queen dowager and the queen sister are, or were, allowed things in
to have as many husbands as they choose, without going gan *"
through any marriage ceremony. " Of these two women it
is commonly said all Uganda is their husband; they appear
to be fond of change, only living with a man for a few days
and then inviting some one else to take his place." We are
reminded of the legends of the lustful queen Semiramis, and
the likeness may be more than superficial. Yet these women
are not allowed, under pain of death, to bear children ; hence
they practise abortion.2 Both the licence and the prohibition
may be explained if we suppose that formerly the kingdom
descended, as it still does in Ashantee, first to the king's
brothers and next to the sons of his sisters. For in that case
the next heirs to the throne would be the sons of the king's
mother and of his sisters, and these women might accord-
ingly be allowed, as the king's sisters still are allowed in
Ashantee, to mate with any handsome men who took their
fancy, in order that their offspring might be of regal port.
But when the line of descent was changed from the female
to the male line, in other words, when the kings were
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